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Divers illuminate Greco-Roman artifacts of a ship that sunk during the Punic Wars
between 218-201 B.C., in the Mediterranean Sea, off the Aeolian Island of Panarea near
Italy..

AP/GUE

The Associated Press

Published: Monday, October 27, 2014 at 5:19 p.m.
Last Modified: Monday, October 27, 2014 at 5:19 p.m.

The Sports Show: HS
Football Week 7

GAINESVILLE — The divers descended 410 feet into dark
Mediterranean waters off Italy, their lights revealing the skeleton of

a ship that sank thousands of years ago when Rome was a world PHOTOS

power. A sea-crusted anchor rested on a rock. The ship's cargo lay
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scattered amid piles of terra cotta jars, called amphora.
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researchers to unlock an ancient shipwreck thought to date to the
second Punic Wars between Rome and Carthage. Able to descend
hundreds of feet further than most divers, they aide the
archaeologists by swimming about the wreck fetching artifacts — as

no robotic submersible can.

On this dive, they swam past the large amphora used to carry wine,

olive oil and other cargo on Mediterranean trade routes centuries

ago — feeling as if they were transported to another time.

"It felt very much like a ghost ship awaiting the boarding of ancient

mariners,” said Jarrod Jablonski, one of the divers with the

exploration group based in the Florida community of High Springs.

Many of these divers honed their deep-water diving abilities in
Florida's labyrinths of underwater caves. Now GUE provides the
technical divers needed to access cargo and other artifacts from a
ship though to have sailed around 218-210 B.C. — when Rome and

Carthage were fighting for naval superiority in the Mediterranean.
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