




Weapons including the torpedoes 
boused within the sub, or arma
ments such as hedgehogs used to 

sink it, are often found. These 
should be left untouched. On one dive 

during an expedition to the U-2513 
in 1989, the grapple hook we used to 
anchor into the wreck came loose. It 

snagged the combing of an Alfa 
antisubmarine rocket lying in the 
sand. Efforts to free the grapple s 

tines from the combing were in vain, 
and we proceeded up the anchorline 

to wait out a rather lengthy decom
pression. Ninety minutes of bang 

time is usually boring but not that 
day we collectively cringed knowing 
the hook and rocket were riding up 
and down the side of the sub's hull 

during the entire hang.

Silhouetted 88 mm 
deck gun on U-85.

Open conning tower 
hatch of U-701 filled 
with sand. (This U-701 
photo was taken on a 
historic dive on the 
50th anniversary of the 
sub’s sinking. The dive 
was made in a 3 knot 
current - free swimming 
from surface to bottom 
at 110- 115 fsw.
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U
WHO?

by Barb Landers 
In 1991, wrecker John

Chatterton, 43, discovered a mystery 
submarine located 60 miles off New 

Jersey in 230 feet/71 meters of water. The

sub was quickly dubbed the "U-Who" when arti
facts emblazoned with an eagle and swastika 
were recovered.

Over the next three years the U-Who reluc
tantly and sparingly yielded clues to her identity; 
three divers lost their lives, and a fourth was seri
ously injured. Considerably subdued, 
Chatterton and a small nucleus of divers perse
vered in their endeavor to identify the sub.

One of Chatterton's earliest recoveries was 
a knife with the name "Horenburg" scratched 
into its wooden handle. It took nearly a year to 
trace the name; Horenburg was a radio opera
tor on the U-869—but the U-869 was reported

sunk off Africa! An escape lung with a hydro 
date of April 1944 helped focus the research. 
Then in 1993, a plaque recovered from the 
wreck revealed that the boat was a Type-IXC/40 
built by Deschimag narrowing the possibilities 
further.

Chatterton and team created a list of the U- 
boats known to have been in American waters 
after April 1944. The list comprised less than 20 
U-boats. By ruling out the boats that survived 
the war could be positively identified elsewhere, 
or were not IX/C/40s, the list was narrowed to 
four boats: the U-857, U-866, U-880, and the U- 
881.

There are 23 submarines in United 
States waters that have been dived 
by sport divers. Of the 23 known 
wreck sites. 13 are US submarines: 
10 are German U-Boats. The majori
ty of these sites are located along the 
Atlantic seaboard. There are. how
ever. two sites in California and one 
in Lake Michigan. It is almost 
certain that this list will grow 
in the near future because 
other suspected subs 
have been targeted, 
and dive teams are 
preparing for 
history mak
ing dives.

Photographer and author, Brian Skerry, caught the sub 
affliction some time ago and has built an extensive col
lection of submarine images. He can be contacted 2 
Woodland St..,Whitinville MA 01588, t: 504.528.2516.
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